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Some people think that the environmental movement
today is just a trend that will eventually go out of style a
la parachute pants and Members Only jackets. Though
both will probably come back as hip new recycled
clothing brands sometime soon, it’s important to
recognize that "being green" is not just a short term
cause for trend seekers, hippies and liberal politicos.
Sure, there will be some who say they want to go green
and have no idea what it means, but nonetheless, it’s
pretty impressive that the often consumption-happy
U.S. is finally getting on the bandwagon and focusing
on something that’s good for the world – and not just
ourselves.

No matter your perspective, it’s hard to deny that a
world focused on becoming more sustainable is a good
thing. In fact, I think that we stand to have a much
better world in the long run as a result of this green
revolution, no matter how much crap we have to dig
through to find the true resolution to our problems. And
we may have to dig through a lot if it’s true that the
“bodily functions” of livestock cause as much as 18% of
the harmful emissions that everyone keeps talking
about. Regardless, as a result of the toil of millions
trying to find the answer, we are coming up with a great
deal of options from infinitely available algae-based
biodiesel to hydrogen, solar, wind or geothermal power.
Along with a million other products and solutions, there
are many that will eventually make our world a better
and more efficient place to live. What truly still moves
the U.S. is capitalism, but what feels better when you
get up in the morning than supporting your lifestyle by
doing something positive and (hopefully) that you
believe in? Look at Richard Branson as an example: he
put up a large prize for anyone who can help “solve”
the energy crisis, and he’s investing in space travel and
living. He’s trying to help fix the problem at hand, but
hey, if it doesn’t save the world, at least he’s still
hedging his bets.

Will your “great idea” to sell recycled cotton swabs
save the world? Maybe not, but in the end it all helps

so, if you believe in what you’re doing, then do your
research and get a move on. Yes, I’m in the green
business world as well. Along with a couple of
associates, I was in the real estate field like many
others and at one point helped a green building
company to raise money so that they could expand
their business. While speaking with some friends in real
estate development and others in the local government,
we realized that the new buildings going up around Los
Angeles and the country in general was only going to
make parking and transportation worse…and in Los
Angeles, that’s hard to do.

So we did a lot of research and realized that like the
airlines, ground transportation was outdated and due
for an overhaul. We started EcoNation
(www.econation.com), a transportation service that is
initially offering hybrid and alternative fuel based
“green” limousines, taxis and buses all over the country.
To make things a bit more fun, each ride comes with
healthy snacks and the ability to order cars with high
speed wireless internet and touch-screen digital
entertainment. The next hurdle includes offering an
alternative to public transportation in LA, which is under
development as we speak (and is much needed if I do
say so myself). We’re also helping other transportation
companies to convert vehicles to fuels like compressed
natural gas to “green” their fleet and make a bigger
overall impact from a national standpoint. OK, so we
may not be able to stop the icebergs from melting
alone, but it all adds up, and if we can make
transportation in LA suck even a little bit less along the
way, than we’ve got something to be proud of.

So my advice is this: if you’re contemplating a green
business, do your research, make sure that it will really
offer a benefit both environmentally and to the
consumers that are supposed to buy it, and feel good
that you’re waking up doing something positive. Hey, at
least if this doesn’t all work, rest well knowing that you
can always stock up on Tang, buy a Virgin Space
Condo on the moon from Sir Branson and still live
happily ever after.

 Copyright © 2009 Alternative Apparel. All rights reserved. | Sitemap

HOME

ECONATION
The Business of Going Green

By Ben Bloch

SALEACCESSORIESBABIES/TODDLERSWOMENMENWHAT'S NEW

Alternative | Think Earth - Article | Econation http://thinkearth.alternativeapparel.com/Campaign/Think/Earth/A...

1 of 1 5/18/09 10:41 AM


